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RECTOR’S REPORT
During the year the following served on the PCC:

Revd. Giles Harris-Evans

Revd. David Stickland

Lynn Ashcroft
Churchwarden, Verger (weddings)
Sue Williams
Churchwarden (resigned 13th Nov 2009)
Kathy Barrow

Gordon Bray

Vanessa Dowse
Ian Johnston
Treasurer, Deanery Synod

Mary Owens
Deanery Synod

Richard Marks

Peter Marshall 

Charmian Reeves
Verger (baptisms and funerals)
Alison Stevens
Director of Music

Statistics (2008 figures in brackets):
Electoral roll*
Roll A
65
(65)


Roll B
40
(34)

ASA**
adults
28.5
(32.5)

children
1.0
(2.2)
Baptisms
6
(9)

Funerals
9
(5)

Weddings
8
(16)

Blessing services
1
(2)

*
as at 10th March 2010;  Roll A is for members from Buriton parish;  Roll B is for occasional members.
**
Average Sunday Attendance:  normal 10am Sunday services averaged over the whole year

So, this is my last annual report as I retire at the beginning of May.  I arrived in November 1999 with the challenge of recruiting a parish priest.  However since I took many of the services over the next ten months, before Di Townsend arrived, I had the chance to get to know you by name and this has been very helpful.

Church life at St Mary’s over the last decade with the guidance and encouragement of both Di Townsend and Dave Stickland has flourished; challenges met like the heating system, new forms of liturgy, study groups and the community post office in the Seward Room.  In this year of change in the priestly leadership, St Mary’s is I believe in good heart and looking forward to new challenges and opportunities.  
My special thanks to Dave and Carol Stickland for their ministry over the last year and indeed over the last four and a half years.  My thanks also to all who have served on the PCC over the last ten years, particularly the office holders:  the Church Wardens - Richard Marks, Brian Kempton, Richard Robinson, Katharine Beaumont, Sue Williams and Lynne Ashcroft;  the Treasurers - Jenny Matthews and Ian Johnston;  the verger - Charmian Reeves;  the sacristan -  Jean Kempton;  for churchyard and church maintenance - Bob Wright;  and the IDWAL link - Mary Owens.

Penny and I will be living in Southsea and I will always be interested to know about the village and church news.  

Be assured of my prayers.

Revd. Giles Harris-Evans  (260213)
PARISH PRIEST’S REPORT
It is with very mixed feelings that I write this report – it will be my last.  It was at this time last year that I told you of my intention to retire on 30th June and that is now not far away.  First let me note the changes since last year.  We have said farewell to Sue Williams as Churchwarden and to Annette Barnsdale-Diffey, Katharine Beaumont and Richard Robinson and welcomed Vanessa Dowse as members of the PCC; my thanks to them all for their respective contributions.  We have also said goodbye to Amanda Waller as wedding verger and secretary and have welcomed Caroline Gray as secretary; again my thanks.  My thanks also go to the many who have stayed the course and who continue to contribute so generously of their time and talents to St Mary’s. St Mary’s continues to host a large number of weddings largely as a result of the two reception venues in the village. Our contact with the community continues in the schools, now through the hosted Post Office and The Big Question. 

As far as the spiritual life of the church is concerned I feel that we have grown, not necessarily numerically, but I sense a deepening of faith and commitment.  In this my final year we have embarked on Sunday mornings on studies in the Epistles. Lent group and Bible studies are enthusiastically attended.  As I said last year, St Mary’s could always use more help as our resources both human and financial continue to be challenged.

It remains for Carol and I to thank you all for your support over our time with you – we will remember you in our prayers and we trust that you will be as supportive of my successor as you have been of us.

I leave with you words of Paul writing his farewell in his first letter to the Corinthians (16:13), “Keep alert, stand firm in your faith, be courageous, be strong.  Let all that you do be done in love.”

Revd. Dave Stickland  (269390)

CHURCHWARDEN’S REPORT
This has been my second year as Churchwarden.  As I write, we have a new Bishop and Parish Priest designate and are preparing the process to select a replacement Rector;  interesting times, indeed.  I am sure I speak for us all when I wish Dave and Carol every good fortune in his (second) retirement.  They have been with us for almost five years and it has been fun.  They have been just wonderful.  Giles, also, has been our Rector for ten years.  This is not an easy responsibility, as previous incumbents might testify, but he has managed it well in his own inimitable style.  He will retire in May.  The whole parish has benefited greatly from their leadership during their time here and they will be deeply missed.

In the meanwhile, the life of St. Mary’s continues and it is well represented in this booklet.  I echo Giles’s and Dave’s thanks to all of those involved.  Our finances, so dependent on the number of weddings, took a turn for the worse last year and the threat of not being able to pay our full Parish Share was a real and worrying one.  Remedial action was taken and I trust we will not find ourselves in that situation again.  The fabric of the church continues to be in a generally good state;  this is helped greatly by the efforts of Bob Wright, Richard Marks and the healthy state of the Restoration Fund.  Our congregation reduced last year but the attendances in 2010 so far have recovered to an average of 35 adults and 2 children.  The Post Office and the Big Question have shown what can be done with a little imagination.  So, life is good and I look forward to the coming year – and the election of a second Churchwarden! 
Lynn Ashcroft  (231709)

FINANCE REPORT
Accounting principles:  The accounts are prepared on a receipts and payments basis.  Transactions are recognised in the accounts when cheques are written or deposits are made.  Those being processed by the bank at the reporting date are identified as uncleared.  No provision is made for any liability.  The figures given in this report are assets.

Reserves Policies:  Designated funds are used for projects agreed from time to time by the PCC but which are not covered by the Restoration or General Funds, within which there are various Restricted and an Unrestricted accounts.  The reserves policies and adherence to them are as follows.  Unrestricted funds:  to have six months’ payments available in the reserves. (comment:  at the end of 2009 the unrestricted General Fund was £11,414 (2007:  £11,414);  payments in the year were £32,050, which included £1,602 of purchases largely covered by donations.  This reserve policy continues not to be met.)  Restricted and Designated funds:  to have sufficient resources available to meet the perceived need;  in the case of the Restoration Fund, to build it at a rate of at least £2,500 per annum.  (comment:  at the end of 2009 the Restoration Fund held £56,501 (2008:  £43,536);  Designated reserves were £21,948 (2008:  £21,880).  The other smaller funds were satisfactory.)  CBF deposit accounts are used for funds surplus to the day-to-day management of the church.

Unrestricted funds:  The deficit in the year was £(2,059) before an exceptional transfer (2008:  surplus £427). 

2009 was a difficult year, in which the PCC faced the likelihood of not paying its full Parish Share.  In the event, £2,059 of the £9,238 remaining at the end of the heating pipes project was used to cover the deficit.  This exceptional action was taken with the agreement of the PCC and a particular donor.  Further, the PCC changed the arrangements for the allocation of wedding fees so that it will be far less likely to incur an unrestricted deficit in future years.

Collections (cash) was £877 lower than last year, reflecting possibly the reduced average Sunday attendance (2009 28;  2008 32).  Planned Covenants/gift aid was £4,390 with the balance being donations in support of other activities;  2008 was similar.  Fund raising showed a welcome improvement as highlighted elsewhere in this report.  Other Giving (U), which included a £900 donation in 2008, reduced by £1,976.  PCC Fees, as expected, were the largest contributor but £2,454 less than last year because of fewer funerals and weddings, which affected their collections in Sundry Donations.  In summary, the PCC’s overall financial performance continues to be influenced substantially by the number of weddings.

Tithe Giving reduced, which reflected the investment income.  Third party giving reduced by 23% in 2009 (and a further 20% in 2008).   The Church Maintenance increase was due to timing.  On Church Running Expenses, electricity consumption increased by 28% and its unit cost by 17%;  gas consumption in the last three months almost halved, an effect, no doubt, of the mild weather and the new heating pipes.  Five issues of the Parish Magazine were paid for in 2009 as against three in 2008.  Purchases were once again covered largely by donations.  The increase in Salaries was due to timing.  Support Costs have reduced because of the change of secretarial procedures.  Upkeep of Churchyard has reduced because fewer cuts were necessary;  this work is now being carried out by the Probation Service at no cost to the PCC.

Restricted funds:  The deficit in the year was £(20,509) (2008:  surplus £13,189). 

The project to replace the heating pipes was completed at a cost of £25,411.  The Seward Room account, administered to date by the Diocese, has been closed and the balances used to update the crockery/cutlery/etc..  Bank Interest was noticeably lower than in 2008.  Gift Day went towards the cost of repairing the north roof.

Designated funds:  The surplus in the year was £67 (2008:  surplus £1,390). 

Outreach (home) included the costs of the Big Question meetings.  The costs of setting up the Post Office in the Seward Room have been met by a donor and the Buriton Shop Association, for which assistance the PCC is most grateful.  Outreach (overseas) continues to be concerned exclusively with Dominase in Ghana;  investigations continue into the whereabouts of £200, which was intended to be used for new vestments.

Ian Johnston  (262293)
FABRIC COMMITTEE
Heating Pipes:  The new pipe work has been functioning satisfactorily and the church is heating up more quickly. It is hoped this will result in some reduced gas heating bills. The treasurer will compare usage with previous years and report separately.  It should certainly be a more reliable system.  Several new but identical metal gratings have been sourced and fitted to replace those that were broken or damaged. 

Roof:  The architect has advised that the north roof slope will require replacement within the next 3 years. This major project will require fundraising.
Churchyard:  Unfortunately several conifer trees suffered damage during the heavy snowfalls early in January. The PCC is liaising with a tree surgeon to trim or possibly fell the affected trees if good shapes cannot be restored.  The grass and hedges in the south cemetery will continue to be maintained by the Havant community work team in 2010.  Repairs will be carried out on the external side of the churchyard wall.
Bell Tower:  The church architect has drawn up a specification of the repair and decoration works. Tenders have been received and (at the time of writing) it is proposed to proceed with the lowest tender of £3,029 plus VAT. The work should be completed during May.  

Lighting:  Following a preliminary report by a lighting architect, the PCC has decided to consider upgrading the lighting in the nave and chancel as a first phase. An electrical report is being obtained initially. The Winchester Diocese lighting adviser is assisting.

Richard Marks  (262599)
OUTREACH (HOME) COMMITTEE
The Post Office opened in the Seward Room in the summer.  Sincere thanks go to Revd. Dave Stickland and to the Buriton Shop Association for their perseverance in this matter.  Aside from an occasional computer failure, it has been a great success.  It provides a wide range of services, cups of tea and an opportunity to natter – excellent!
The Big Question, a discussion group for topical issues with a religious theme, was started in the summer with a quick run around a wide range of topics (too many, probably) in the Five Bells.  It has met three times since then when the questions have been:
· Why does a loving God allow suffering?

· Who is the church for?

· Should religion and politics mix?

The common theme of those attending has been their inquiring minds, their faith being apparent, none or somewhere in between.  It is an interesting group.
Ian Johnston  (262293)

OUTREACH (OVERSEAS) COMMITTEE
This year we have extended a warm welcome to Pat Cuzner and Sarah Farr as new members of this committee. Sadly Sarah has been out of action for much of the time due to ill health and we look forward to the day when she can be back with us. It may be worth mentioning that we felt some concern at discovering that although Pat is on the electoral roll and a regular worshipper, she had no idea about the link between St Andrew's church in Dominase and our own St Mary’s. This may well be due to the deserved high profile of the Village to Village group but it alerts us to the danger of taking it for granted that relative new comers, especially any who live outside the village, somehow do acquire an understanding of all aspects of our church life.
This said, we also want to emphasise that the role of this committee extends beyond Dominase. Of course we will always consider the needs there but this year our request to the PCC was for a grant of £200 to the International Ministry for Children, which supports street children in Columbia, South America . This charity is run locally by Joan Thraves, who is known personally to two members of the committee who can vouch for the splendid work done. We have also been gratified to learn that when Archbishop Rowan Williams recently visited Jerusalem, the West Bank and Gaza, the Palestinian president singled out for mention the work done by the Anglican St Luke’s Hospital in Nablus, which we supported last year, for its outstanding contribution to community relations, serving as it does members of all races and faiths, whether Jews, Muslims or Christians.
Monica Ditmas  (264414)
WORSHIP COMMITTEE
The Worship Committee met three times during the year in January, June and October.  Arrangements were made for the major festival services.  We also organised the worship in the Seward Room during the installation of the heating pipes and tried to retain something of the intimacy achieved there by roping off the rear pews when we retuned to the Church.  Back to Church Sunday was encouraging.  Attempts at Family service were abandoned in favour of a Eucharist on the first Sunday of the month.  Coffee is now a more regular feature after church.  Feedback sessions have been held on a couple of occasions after church.
Dave Stickland (269390) 
BAPTISMS, WEDDINGS, AND FUNERALS
Baptisms:


Connor Martin
4th January

Lucy Eades
1st March


Thomas Arthur Rook
29th March


Jaymini Parker-Phipps
3rd May


Eli Haw
3rd May


Ella Grace McKimm
30th August

Weddings:

Daniel Marsh/ Hayley Mayall
16th May


Phillip Curl/Louisa McLaughlin
26th June


Benjamin Davey/Stacey Wickens
10th July


Matthew Alvarado/Joanne Carr
11th July


Nicholas James/Helen Jones
17th July


Inye Dagogo/Hannah Patterson
24th July


Steven Manning/Victoria Phelan
1st August


Louisa Younghusband/Samuel Copsey
24th October
Blessing:


Rupert & Shaye Pencel
18th July

Funerals:


Cecelia Chitty
5th January


Joan Kennard
23rd February


Peg Larkin
25th June


Malcolm Carter
9th July


Percy Harfield
22nd July


Kyle Bartlett
28th August


George Chitty
25th September


Joan Sawyer
2nd October


Ivy Scott
29th December

BELL RINGERS’ REPORT


We have rung the bells for Service every Sunday during the year with one exception. This was during the extreme wintry weather when those of us who live outside the parish were snowed in. Brian Kempton, the only bellringer living in the parish, made a noble effort and presumably was able to chime one bell for the Service. We rang for every Wednesday practice bar two. We have also rung for several weddings/blessings.

At our Annual Meeting held in the Seward Room in February all the Officers were re-elected to serve for another year.

The meeting was gratified to hear that the plaster repairs to the walls of the ringing chamber and the subsequent decoration needed for so long have now been tendered for by three different firms. We had originally offered to do the decorating ourselves after the repairs had been done, but being that much older now we had since had second thoughts. We now look forward to the completion of the work.

Last year we referred the PCC to the old clock from the ringing room to consider what should be done with it as it was church property. We have not heard what became of it. We have since been given a replacement.

I gave a report in my capacity as Tower Captain and Steeplekeeper. In the latter respect I found all to be well ‘upstairs’. The loose clapper I referred to last year and a noisy pulley have both been effectively dealt with and two ropes have been switched around to spread their wear. I have vacuumed the greater part of the bell chamber in recent weeks and removed a large number of flies and other detritus.

Activities during the year included another enjoyable dinner with some of our regular ringing visitors at the Master Robert. We also held two successful ringing outings, the usual arrangement being to ring the bells at two towers before a pub lunch and another tower in the afternoon. In June we visited Yapton, Findon and Washington in Sussex; in October we visited Cheriton, Tichborne and Owslebury in our own county.

I usually end this report with an appeal for new recruits. During the year three more of us have turned 70. We now have nobody under the age of 50. Anybody from the age of 10 upwards can be a bellringer. We held a Tower Open Day in conjunction with the Buriton Village Event when we showed a video of the bells being rung and of our band ringing the bells. We also erected a portable campanile for people to see and try their hand at ringing a bell. Although several people expressed an interest, it seems nobody was inspired to join us. We have however gained one new recruit, but from another source, and he lives in Southsea! What we are particularly concerned about is that our team has only one member living in the village - most of us live in Clanfield. We desperately need recruits and particularly from the village!

David Hughes, Tower Captain  (023 9257 0620)

CHRISTIAN AID
 

Nineteen people collected door-to-door during Christian Aid Week, throughout the village – including Weston, Nursted and Ditcham.  A big thank-you to all of them, and to all who gave – raising a grand total of £595.91p.

We do this because we know that we are the lucky ones and out in sub-Saharan Africa, Latin America, Asia and the Middle East there are millions living in poverty, for whom finding clean water to drink is a daily struggle or failure of the harvest means failure to feed your family and, ultimately, starvation.

And I also believe that we, all the churches together, must work for change that eradicates the causes of poverty;  we seek to achieve dignity, justice and freedom for all, regardless of faith or nationality.

So I truly hope that Buriton will continue its long tradition of supporting this national charity and that all of us will want to give through collecting and donating.  Christian Aid Week 2010 is from May 9th – 15th.

Maggie Burton-Page  (268635)

CHURCH FLOWERS
Thank you to everyone who has been involved over the last year with our Church Flowers. We are fortunate to have a talented group of ladies who give their time every week as well as Festival times. We have one gentleman who also helps decorate for the Church Festivals. The flowers at Easter, Harvest and Christmas always add that little bit extra to our beautiful Church.  

Margaret Davis  (262833)

DEANERY SYNOD
Mary Owens and Ian Johnston continue to be our representatives at Deanery Synod and Ian is also your representative on the Deanery Pastoral Committee.  Synod met four times during the year in February, May, September and November at Greatham, West Meon, Blackmore and Sheet, respectively.  Presentations were received from Philip Cockrane on the work of the Diocesan Liturgy and Worship Advisory Group, The Dean of Portsmouth on ‘Why have a Cathedral?’ and Wendy Kennedy the Diocesan Secretary on Diocesan Finances.

The Deanery Pastoral Committee has a very important role as it is considering new patterns of ministry in the wake of the potential reduction in the number of stipendiary clergy in the deanery and the filling of the vacancies at St Peter’s and Bramshott and Liphook.

Dave Stickland (269390)
FUND RAISING
2009 was a better year:  three car boot sales (£1,215);  Buriton Fireworks for 2008 and 2009 (£300);  Buriton Events for car parking at the Christmas Fair (£500);  Maggie Johnston’s bike ride for the Historic Churches Trust (£305);  and Charmian Reeves’s teas (£77).  Many thanks to everyone who helped in these activities.  The PCC has decided not to hold car boot sales in the future mainly because of the competition they are facing on bank holiday Mondays.  It is most grateful to those many people who gave their time to run them in the past and to its partner, Buriton Tennis Club, which, with others, is believed to be considering future options.
Ian Johnston  (262293)

GIVING
In 2009 St. Mary’s gave, or was the vehicle for giving, £1,648 (2008:  £4,066).

a:  Regular giving to third parties via the church £473 (2008:  £620):

The Children’s Society
£74
-
Christingle service

Naomi House
£200
-
Carols around the pond 

The Royal British Legion
£200
-
Remembrance service

b:  Occasional giving to 3rd parties via the church £50  (2008:  £316):

Portsmouth DBF
£50
-  Bishop Kenneth’s retirement
c:  Annual giving from the PCC £1,125 (2008:  £3,130):

Church Army
£125
Church Housing Trust
£125
CMS
£125
National Churches Trust
£125
IDWAL
£125
The Mission to Seafarers
£125
PCC Outreach (Overseas)
£125
Tearfund
£125
USPG
£125
Category c giving was 3.5% of the PCC’s unrestricted expenditure.

Ian Johnston  (262293)
INTER-DIOCESAN WEST AFRICA LINK  (IDWAL) 

The IDWAL meetings are still held under the chairmanship of Geoffrey Barwick. Parish representatives remain the same as in the last report.  
The Deanery is planning another visit to Ghana in 2012. Barbara Shaw and Geoffrey Barwick are researching different locations of interest to include in their itinerary as well as the usual visits to the link parishes. As reported before, Dominase is part of a new Diocese, the Bishop for which has still to be elected. The candidate for the post is Bishop Edmund. We hope that he is elected as he is known to some of the members of the Village to Village group and we are already in correspondence with him. Father Nicholas remains in post as the Priest for Dominase although this may change with the appointment of the new Bishop.  Most of the other link Parishes have had new Priests. 
St Andrew’s clinic, which St Mary’s has helped during the past years, is functioning well.  During a Village to Village visit, we assisted the clinic staff to join the Ghanaian Health Scheme.  As a result, all Dominase C of E residents now enjoy free treatment. The Clinic nurse, Lucy, requested help with her salary, which is apparently below that of her colleagues. On behalf of the PCC, I emailed the Cape Coast Diocese Secretary to see if he could look into the matter. He is known to me and is been helpful in the past. I am waiting for a reply.
Although, as reported previously, electrical power has reached Dominase, we do not know to what extent it is available to the church and parishioners.  I hope to find out more regarding the cost, availability and needs during my next visit and if St Mary’s can help St Andrew’s in any way.

Mary Owens  (266206)

KAIROS 

The Diocese is considering once again, and far more actively than before, the deployment of its increasingly scarce stipendiary clergy and other consequential changes.  In Petersfield Deanery, it is possible that our group of St. Mary’s, St. Peter’s and St. Mary Magdalene will expand to include other parishes but the presence of a priest (NSM, house-for-duty) in Buriton is not in doubt.  On the larger scene, no doubt, our new bishop will have his own views, which we await with interest!

Ian Johnston  (262293)

LENT GROUPS
Nine people have attended the weekly Lent course sessions this year, following as often in the past one of the York courses, this one entitled “When I survey .. Christ’s cross and ours”. It has produced lively discussion and we are especially grateful to Tom Cooper for taking over the leadership of the group for the last two sessions while Dave and Carol were away on holiday.
Monica Ditmas  (264414)

MUSIC AT ST. MARY’S
Our services at St Mary's this year have been enhanced greatly by contributions from Verity Steele, Tom Cooper, David Groves, Nicholas Gleed and Charlotte Stein;  thank you to all of them.  Thanks go also to our occasional choir and Maggie Burton-Page for its music, especially the enthusiastic singing from Haydn's Creation at our Harvest Service.  My grateful thanks also to Julia for her moving vocal and instrumental performances, which add so much to our Sunday worship.

Alison Stevens

PARISH MAGAZINE
The Magazine continued to be well supported by contributors regular and new in 2009, maintaining most issues at a very healthy 48 pages which reflects the very active and eclectic parish calendar.  Advertising Manager Steve Atkins continued to do a very efficient job in the maintenance of existing and location of new sources of advertising revenue and the magazine is most grateful to the Parish Council and Tennis Club for their financial support. Such is the momentum which has been achieved, as an experiment, the managing committee decided at the end of 2009 to trial bi-monthly publication in 2010.

Paul Martin, Editor  (grantchester@btopenworld.com or 260177)

PETERSFIELD AREA CHURCHES TOGETHER  (PACT)
The number of our PACT churches is now ten:  alas, we've lost the Friends, who used to meet at Winton house.  So now our ecumenical group consists of:  All Saints, Steep;  Methodist Church, Station Road;  St. Lawrence RC, Station Road;  Life Church (Petersfield Christian Fellowship), meeting at the Methodist Church;  Salvation Army, Swan Street;  St. Mary’s Buriton;  St. Mary Magdalen, Sheet;  Petersfield Evangelical Church, who meet at Bulmer House, Ramshill;  St Peter’s;  and the United Reformed Church, College Street.
We meet six times a year, pray together, and support and partner nearly 20 organizations in the area, ranging from Holiday Club, the King's Arms, the Christian Ecology Group to Home Start Butser and Christian Aid.  Is there someone in this congregation who would join me in representing St Mary’s?  I have to say that it would be a lot more enjoyable if it were a job-share;  and the enthusiasm of Christians from other groups is inspiring.  Your challenge for 2010 is to find out about at least one of the linked groups, to talk to someone in them and come back and tell us in St Mary's so that we can feel more involved and committed.

Maggie Burton-Page  (268635)

SEWARD ROOM
The Seward Room provides a large heated meeting room with comfortable seating, which is served by a splendid kitchen and toilets. It has wheel chair access and is an excellent facility for St. Mary’s, for the local and indeed the larger community.  It remains a popular venue and the number of bookings has increased this year. Happily, income is back up to previous levels.
The Seward Room is a venue and meeting place for the P.C.C., Deanery meetings, the Bell Ringers, the very popular Post Office complete with tea and a chat on Friday afternoons and many St. Mary’s church based events.  These, although not bringing in any income, are on the increase and provide a wonderful support for the church and the community.

 
The range of events has increased:  we are delighted to welcome back the Lion & Unicorn Players as a rehearsal venue for their coming Spring Production;  Buriton Tennis Club ladies have become regular users for entertaining the visiting teams;  and the number of ‘external’ general bookings is increasing - ‘Away Days’, ‘Quiet Days’, ‘Training Days’, school visits and concerts. We have a lot of return visits, particularly from the Portsmouth area, who so enjoy coming to our lovely village and find the Seward Room ideally suited to their purposes. There are two concerts already booked for the coming year. We also look forward to a repeat of the Cream Teas for Charity in the summer and other events supporting our link with Ghana.
As an excellent venue in an idyllic setting, and being very reasonably priced, we look forward to welcoming an ever increasing number of new friends to the Seward Room. Please telephone 01730 260366 or email rosecottage18@hotmail.com for your future bookings.
WEEKDAY COMMUNION SERVICE
If you cannot be in church every Sunday, there is a 9.30am Communion Service on Friday mornings at 10, Heatherfield.  A special booklet is used written in traditional form. There is an opportunity to talk with Dave afterwards over a cup of coffee.  All are very welcome.  Do come.

Leslie Hodgson  (263319)
[image: image1.png]Report of the Independent Examiner

To the members of the Parochial Church Council,
St. Mary, Buriton.

This report on the financial statements of the PCC for the year ended 31
December 2009, which are set out in the attached pages, is in respect of
an examination carried out in accordance with the Church Accounting
Regulations 2006 (“the Regulations”) and s.43 of the Charities Act 1993
(“the Act”).

As members of the PCC you are responsible for the preparation of the
financial statements; you consider that the audit requirement of the
Regulations and s.43 (2) of the Act does not apply. It is my responsibility
to issue this report on those financial statements in accordance with the
terms of the regulations.

My examination was carried out in accordance with the general
directions given by the Charity Commission under s.43 (7) (b) of the Act,
and to be found in the Church guidance, 2006 edition. That examination
includes a review of the accounting records kept by the PCC and a
comparison of the accounts with these records. It also includes
considering any unusual items or disclosures in the financial statements
and seeking explanations from you as trustees concerning any such
matters. The procedures undertaken do not provide all the evidence that
would be required in an audit, and consequently | do not express an
audit opinion on the view given by the accounts.

In connection with my examination, no matter has come to my attention:
1) which gives me reasonable cause to believe that in any material
respect the requirements
a. to keep accounting records in accordance with section 41 of
the Act; and
b. to prepare financial statements, which accord with the
accounting records and comply with the requirements of the
Act and the regulations have not been met; or
2) to which, in my opinion, attention should be drawn in order to
obtain a proper understanding of the accounts to be reached.

Revd. Roger Williamson, W

Honorary Independent Examiner,
The Rectory,

Stedham.

West Sussex.

18 February 2010.
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2009 2008
Unrest'ed Designat'd Restricted Year total Year total
Receipts
Activities for generating funds £2,576 £268 £60 £2.904 £1,464
Incoming resources from charitable activities £8,061 £0 £4,000 £12,061 £17,771
Investment income £207 £435 £795 £1,437 £5,377
Voluntary income £19,147 £769 £2,527 £22,443 £26,625
Receipts total £29,992 £1,472 £7,382 £38,846 £51,237
Payments
Charitable activities £(31,126) £(673) £(27,280) £(59,078) £(33,919)
Fund-raising trading: costs £(249) £(48) £(111) £(407) £(136)
Governance costs £(20) £0 £0 £(20) £(42)
Support costs £(656) £(404) £0  £(1,060) £(2,134)
Payments total £(32,050) £(1,125) £(27,391) £(60,566) £(36,231)
Surplus/(Deficit) £(2,059) £347 £(20,009) £(21,720) £15,006
Less uncleared this year add uncleared last year  £(6,289) £15 £4216  £(2,058) £194
Transfers in/(out) £2,059 £0  £(2,059) £0 £0
Bank account(s) at 1st January £18,466 £21,880 £76,566 £116,912 £101,712
Bank account(s) at 31st December £12,177 £22,243 £58,715 £93,134 £116,912
2009 2008

Assets Uncleared Bank Assets Uncleared Bank
General current #1 £290 £0 £290 £290 £0 £290
General current #2 £6,145 £4) £6,141 £2,774 £6,410 £9,184
General deposit £29,349 £0 £29,349 £66,819 £277) £66,541
General Fund £35,784 £(4) £35,779 £69,882 £6,133  £76,015
Restoration current £24 £0 £24 £108 £1,000 £1,108
Restoration deposit £56,271 £1,060 £57,331 £43,429 £(4,020) £39,409
Restoration Fund £56,295 £1,060 £57,355 £43,536  £(3,020) £40,516
Seward Room deposit £0 £0 £0 £380 £0 £380
Seward Room Fund £0 £0 £0 £380 £0 £380
St. Mary's Total £92,079 £1,055 £93,134 £113,798 £3,113 £116,912

Surplus/(Deficit) in assets in the year: £(21,720)
Transfers in/(out) in the year: £0
Assets at 31st December 2009: £92.079

Approved by the PCC at its meeting in March 2010

and signed on its behalf by .....cccoeereernvenrenscicrrenercccreneniens ’ / 2100
)
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Year ending 31 December 2009

Unrestricted accounts

RECEIPTS

2009
Activities for generating funds
Fund raising (cash)

Seward Room income
(other)

£2,397
£179

2008

£515
£529

Incoming resources from charitable activities

Bookstall (church) £112 £8
Parish magazine receipts £1,142 £1,193
PCC fees £6,562 £9,516
Seward Room income £245 £54
(church)
Investment income
Bank interest £207 £525
Voluntary income
Collections (cash) £2 596 £3,473
Collections (gift aid) £3,638 £3,845
Collections for charities £432 £837
Covenents/gift aid £6,541 £5629
Grants £750 £780
Other giving (U) £2,238 £4,214
Sundry donations £593 £1,199
Tax rebate £2,361 £2,669
Wallbox (cash) £0 £302
Wallbox (gift aid) £0 £31
Receipts total £29,992 £35,318
Surplus/(deficit) £(2,059) £427
BANK RECONCILIATION

009 008
Surplus/(deficit) £(2,059) £427
Add uncleared last year £(7,052) £636
Less uncleared this year £763 £7,052
Transfers in/(out) £2,059 £0
Increase/(decrease) in bank £(6,289) £8,115
Bank account(s) at 1st January £18,466 £10,351
Bank account(s) at 31st December £12,477 £18,466

PAYMENTS

2009 2008
Charitable activities
Charitable giving (home) £(550) £(1,456)
Charitable giving (overseas) £(625) £(1,550)
Charitable giving (secular) £(473) £(960)
Church maintenance £(1,018) £(540)
Church running expenses £(4,138) £(3,694)
Diocesan fees £(1,570) £(2,076)
Expenditure on parish £(1,260) £(772)
magazine, bookstall
Extraordinary transactions £0 £4
Ministry £(45) £(95)
Parsonage house £(554) £(514)
Purchases £(1,602) £(1,183)
Quota £(15,294) £(14,883)
Repairs £0 £(557)
Salaries £(1,590) £(1,270)
Seward Room running £(308) £(465)
costs
Training £0 £(150)
Upkeep of churchyard £(1,200) £(1,620)
Upkeep of services £(666) £(760)
Working expenses of the £(232) £(379)
incumbent
Fund-raiging trading: costs
Event costs £(249) £(136)
Governance costs
Governance costs £(20) £(42)
Support costs
Administration £(157) £(203)
Support costs £(499) £(1,591)
Payments total £(32,050) £(34,891)
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Year ending 31 December 2009

Restricted accounts

RECEIPTS

2009 2008
Activities for generating funds
Fund raising (cash) £60 £420
Incomin ou from charitable activities
PCC fees £4,000 £7,000
Investment income
Bank interest £795 £3,769
Voluntary income
Covenents/gift aid £1,000 £1,000
Gift day (cash) £43 £124
Gift day (gift aid) £841 £449
Grants £0 £340
Other donations (R) £0 £960
Tax rebate £523 £367
Wallbox (cash) £120 £0
Receipts total £7,382 £14,429
Surplus/(deficit) £(20,009) £13,189
BANK RECONCILIATION

2009 2008

Sumlus/(deficit) £(20,009) £13,189
Add uncleared last year £3,939 £(3,556)
Less uncleared this year £277 £(3,939)
Transfers in/(out) £(2,059) £0
Increase/(decrease) in bank £(17,851) £5,694
Bank account(s) at 1st January £76,566 £70,872
Bank account(s) at 31st December £58,715 £76,566

PAYMENTS

2009 2008
Charitable activities
Church maintenance £(1,396) £0
Purchases £(203) £0
Repairs £(25,681) £(900)
Fund-raiging trading: costs
Event costs £(111) £0
Support costs
Administration £0 £(340)
Payments total £(27,391) £(1,240)
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Year ending 31 December 2009

Designated accounts

RECEIPTS

2009 008
Activities for generating funds
Fund raising (cash) £268 £0
Investment income
Bank interest £435 £1,084
Voluntary income
Collections (cash) £0 £97
Grants £489 £310
Sundry donations £280 £0
Receipts total £1,472 £1,490
Surplusi/(deficit) £347 £1,390
BANK RECONCILIATION

2009 2008

Surplus/(deficit) £347 £1,390
Add uncleared last year £0 £0
Less uncleared this year £15 £0
Transfers in/(out) £0 £0
Increase/(decrease) in bank £362 £1,390
Bank account(s) at 1st January £21,880 £20,490
Bank account(s) at 31st December £22,243 £21,880

PAYMENTS

2009 2008
Charitable activities
Charitable giving (overseas) £(418) £(100)
Ministry £(255) £0
Fund-raising trading: costs
Event costs £(48) £0
Support costs
Administration £(40) £0
Support costs £(364) £0
Payments_total £(1,125) £(100)
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Year ending 31 December 2009: (bank accounts)

Basic account (U)
General current #1

Basic account (U)

Boiler and heating pipes (R)

Flower Fund (R)
Parents & Toddlers (R)

PCC Outreach (home) (D)
PCC Outreach (overseas) (D)

Seward Room (R)
Special collections (R)
General current #2

Basic account (U)

Boiler and heating pipes (R)

Designated funds (D)
Flower Fund (R)
Lighting & gates (R)
General deposit

General Fund

Basic account (R)
Restoration current

Basic account (R)
Designated funds (D)
Special collections (R)
Restoration deposit

Restoration Fund

Basic account (R)
Seward Room deposit

ward R Fund

St. Mary's Total

Designated
Restricted
Unrestricted

Bank

£290
£290

£5,454
£0
£334
£153
£225
£549
£209

£(782)

£6,141

£6,433
£23
£21,469
£833
£590
£29,349

£35,779

£24
£24

£57,004
£0

£327
£57,331

£57,355

£0
£0

£0

£93,134

£22,243
£58,715
£12,177

N
(=

£0
£(15)

£0
£782

£4

£0
£0
£0
£0
£0
£0

£4

£0
£0

£(1,060)
£0
£0
£(1,060)

£(1,060)

£0
£0

£0

£(1,055)

£(15)
£(277)
£(763)

Assets

£290
£280

£4,691
£0
£334
£153
£225
£534
£209
£0
£6,145

£6,433
£23
£21,469
£833
£590
£29,349

£35,784

£24
£24

£55,044
£0

£327
£56,271

£56,295

£0
£0

£0

£92,079

£22,228
£68,437
£11,414

2008
Bank Uncleared
£290 £0
£290 £0
£7,246 £(7,052)
£1,176 £(61)
£466 £0
£153 £0
£200 £0
£646 £0
£0 £0
£(703) £703
£9,184 £(6,410)
£10,929 £0
£33,461 £0
£20,756 £277
£816 £0
£578 £0
£66,541 £277
£76,015 £(6,133)
£1,108 £(1,000)
£1,108 £(1,000)
£38,106  £5,000
£277 £(277)
£1,026 £(703)
£39,409 £4,020
£40,516 £3,020
£380 £0
£380 £0
£380 £0
£116,912
£21,880 £0
£76,566 £3,939
£18,466 £(7,052)

Assets

£290
£290

£194
£1,115
£466
£1563
£200
£646
£0

£0
£2,774

£10,929
£33,461
£21,034
£816
£578
£66,819

£69,882

£108
£108

£43,106
£0

£323
£43,429

£43,536

£380
£380

£380

£(3,113) £113,798

£21,880
£80,504
£11,414

surplys/
{deficit)

£0
£0

£4,496
£(1,115)
£(131)
£0

£25
£(113)
£209
£0
£3,371

£(4,496)
£(33,437)
£435
£17
£12
£(37,470)

£(34,098)

£(84)
£(84)

£12,839
£0
£4
£12,843

£12,759

£(380)
£(380)

£(380)

£(21,720)
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The Annual Vestry Meeting for the election of Churchwardens will take place in the Seward Room at St. Mary's Church on Sunday 25th April 2010 at 10.45am.  It will be followed directly afterwards by the Annual Parish Meeting.

Annual Vestry Meeting

1. Apologies for absence

2. Minutes of the last meeting

3. Matters arising

4. Election of Churchwardens

Annual Parish Meeting

1. Minutes of the last meeting

2. Matters arising

3. Election of two Deanery Synod Representatives

4. Election of the PCC

5. Electoral roll report

6. Presentation of annual accounts

7. Appointment of an Independent Examiner for the Annual Accounts

8. Report of the proceedings of the PCC - Rector

9. Churchwarden’s report

10. Reports in ACM booklet

11. Open forum (when any item can be raised and suggestions made to the PCC)
12. Closing prayer

13. Coffee

Please come having read prayerfully the reports and accounts and considered how you could be involved in the life of St. Mary's.





































Account detail:  Unrestricted accounts
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